Arnold E Wilson
August 27, 1936 - March 10, 2018

Arnold Eugene Wilson, 81, loving son, brother, husband, father and grandfather went
home to His Heavenly Father on March 10, 2018, after a series of setbacks following a
traumatic brain injury in August 2011. His devotion to his family and his faith in God
supported him in these struggles as well as throughout his life. He was deeply respected
by all who knew him, but never took himself too seriously, sharing his great sense of
humor in a light-hearted approach to each day.
Arnold was born to Lyle and Viola Wilson on the Weippe prairie on August 27, 1936. He
attended school in Weippe, graduating from Weippe High School in 1954 where he was in
band and on the boxing and basketball teams.
Following high school, Arnold served in the Army National Guard. He was called up for
active duty during the Bay of Pigs Invasion and reported to Fort Lewis in Washington.
Arnold married the love of his life, Sharry (Finke) Wilson, on October 28, 1962. Arnold and
Sharry were blessed to have a large and loving family including four daughters, thirteen
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren (with another to arrive in April). Arnold raised
his family with unconditional love, supporting each one with everything he had to give. He
was his daughters’ fiercest protector and champion.
Arnold was probably best known as a hard-working man who never complained. Arnold
worked at Hutchins Mill and then as a logger for Finke Logging, bucking logs on the
landing until age 71. He worked with some of his best friends in the mill and logging
including Everett Martin, Don Webster, Tom Jared, and Fred Miller. He also farmed with
his Dad and on his own property in Weippe, raising cattle and good timothy hay. He
continued to deliver horse hay to customers until age 75.
Arnold loved the outdoors. He took his family camping and fishing and taught them all to
ride horses, motorcycles, four-wheelers and snowmobiles and how to drive cars when the
time came. He drove kids and their animals in trailers all over supporting their 4H and

rodeo royalty pursuits. He loved to laugh and sing along to classic country songs. He
didn’t attend church regularly but demonstrated his faith by reading God’s Word in his
home and using biblical principles as part of his parenting advice.
Arnold is survived by his four daughters: Debra (Pat) Purdy, Sarah (Everett) Weeks,
Pamela (Ed) Mattson, Amy (Moises) Barona, thirteen grandchildren: Mitchell (Leah)
Hinkle, Alicia Hinkle, Doniel Haskins, Gabriel (Angel) Barona, Anna, Lydia, Mady, Isaac,
Leandro, Nathaniel, and Elijah Barona, Nicole and Christian Purdy; two great-grandchildren, Alana Hinkle and Anthony Barona, as well as two sisters, Edith Chapman and
Ione Wilson, and one brother, Lonnie Wilson.
Arnold’s life will be celebrated on June 15, 2018 in Weippe. The family will publish details
for the celebration closer to that date. The family gratefully declines flowers and donations,
but prayers, condolences and memories are gladly accepted at:
http://www.allvalleycremation.com/obituaries/Arnold-Wilson-2/

Comments

“

My condolences to you and your family.

Saundra White - March 26 at 08:20 PM

“

This is being sent to with condolences and prayers (written by Carrie Gurgel)
daughter of Everet and Barbara Martin. Dad passed away this week and did not
know of Arnies' death--They are both celebrating in heaven. Mom who is extremely
low vision--asked me to write this for her and Dad. Dad always considered Arnie his
very best friend. Mom said Arnie was one of the most giving persons and truly loved
to help others. He will be missed.

Barbara Martin/Everet Martin - March 24 at 03:42 PM

“

Thank you we read about Everett passing in paper was happy to think of them together in
heaven
Pam - March 31 at 12:34 PM

“

Our condolences to your whole family--thanks for the note here. It was so wonderful to see
your parents at Dad's 80th birthday party. Their smiles lit up the room! Your Dad taught me
to shoot a gun and has always been special to me. Are you planning a service for him?
Debra - March 31 at 12:52 PM

“

He was a very kind man...I ended up lost while hunting behind Claud and Maxine's
house...got turned around and lost my bearings ( no remarks out of you Jamie)
anyway your Dad and Mom were so willing to take me anywhere I needed to
go...from pam umphenour

Pam Mattson - March 14 at 11:12 AM

“

The way Arnie looks in this picture is just the way he looked I'm my fondest
memories of him. Arnie was my landing Sawyer for a season together back in the
late 70's. We were working for Finke Logging and I was his faller. I believe Fritz
Altmiller was our skidder operator. Arnie and I rode together for that whole season,
so got to know him pretty well at that time. He was always fun to work with and a
hard worker. Always remember his funny little laugh. Arnie loved to work, and he
loved his family. Good man. Thankful for the season we had working together.From
jamie joiner

Pam Mattson - March 13 at 10:36 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories

Debra - March 12 at 09:52 PM

“

14 files added to the album More memories

Debra - March 12 at 09:25 PM

“

My heartfelt condolences go out to my cousins and their families. Uncle Arnie was a
great man and father. he will be missed.

Corby - March 12 at 05:29 PM

“

“

Thank you Corb! It meant a lot that you were able to come to his 80th birthday party.
Debra - March 13 at 12:02 AM

Our condolences to all four girls.
You are in our thoughts and prayers.
Bob and Laura Mason

Laura Mason - March 12 at 04:04 PM

“

Thank you very much Laura and Bob.
Debra - March 13 at 12:01 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories

All Valley Cremation - March 12 at 02:05 PM

“

He was one of the kindest person I have known. Hard working, provided for his
family, while working in the woods, and running a ranch. That is a lot to do. He also
had time for the little things. He had time for his family, and seeing what they needed.
He was no truer father. Our prayers go out to all your family.

Tammy Trieb - March 10 at 09:24 PM

“

Arnie was a wonderful person. He was honerable, hard working, caring, good father and
always willing to help. He reminded me a lot of Grandpa Wilson. He will be greatly missed.
My sympathy and love goes out to all his family.
Leann Hutchins-Norris - March 11 at 03:46 AM

“

“

Thanks so much Tam and Leann!
Debra - March 13 at 12:01 AM

I love you daddy forever and a day ill never ever forget everything you did for me

Pam Mattson - March 10 at 09:12 PM

